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Long Term Planning - Music 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Social Theme 
Music is a Peacebuilder 

and Friendmaker 
Music is a Storyteller and 

Time Traveller 
Music is a Changemaker 

Musical is a builder of 
Community and 

Guardian of Cultural 
Identity 

Music is a Friend, A 
Guide and a Support 

Music is a Nature Lover 
and Guardian of Earth 

Nursery Ourselves Colour and Light Brrr It’s cold Let it Grow Farms Out of This World 

Musical 
Spotlight 

(skill) 
 

Nursery 
rhymes 

 
Focus songs 

 
 

 
 

Listen and Join In 
Heads Shoulders Knees 

and Toes 
1-2-3 Good to be me 

(sing up) 
Tommy Thumb 

If You’re Happy and You 
Know It 

 
Phase 1 Phonic Listening 

and Attention: 
identifying  instruments 

Respond   
Explore sounds 

Twinkle Twinkle Little 
Star 

I can sing a rainbow 
Alphabet song 

Hickory Dickory Dock 
1,2,3,4,5 

Count sounds 

Remember and Sing  
Wind the Bobbin Up 

Humpty Dumpty 
5 Little Monkeys 

 
Frozen – Let It Go: Pop 

 

Pitch and melody  
Row Row Row Your Boat 

The Wheels on the Bus 
ABAB Patterns with 

instruments 
 

 

Play instruments  
Old Macdonald 

5 Little Ducks 
Baa Baa Black Sheep 
Pat Pat Clap (pulse) 

Create, Improvise and 
Perform  

He’s Got the Whole 
World in his Hands 
Incy Wincey Spider 

Music for stories 

Significant 
Individuals 

  Idina Menzel    

Interrelated 
Dimensions of 

Music 
Musical Elements: sound, pulse, beat, rhythm 

Instrument Drum Bells Tambourine Bells Drum Tambourine 

 Nursery Rhymes and well-known songs 

Reception Me My Stories Our World Everyone   Big Bear Funk 
Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

Musical 
Spotlight 

(skill) 
 

Nursery 
rhymes 

 
Focus songs 

 
 

Listen and respond  
Pat-a-cake 
1,2,3,4,5 

This Old Man 
Five Little Ducks 

Things For Fingers 
Nursery Rhymes 
Happy Birthday: 

Pop/R&B 

Remember and sing 

entire songs 
I’m a Little Teapot 

Grand Old Duke of York 
Ring ‘O Roses 

Hickory Dickory Dock 
It’s Not Too Difficult 

ABC Song 
Nursery Rhymes 

 
Frosty the Snowman: 

Vocal jazz 
 

Match Pitch and melody 

Old Macdonald: 
Incy Wincy Spider 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 
Row Row  

The Wheels On the Bus 
The Hokey Cokey 
 Nursery Rhymes 

 
Mars From the Planets: 
20th Century Orchestral 

 

Perform 
Wind the Bobbin Up 

Rock-a-by-Baby 
Five Little Monkeys 

Twinkle Twinkle Little 
Star 

Happy and You Know It 
Head, Shoulders, Knees 

and Toes 
 Nursery Rhymes 

 
       Thula Baba: South       

African Lullaby 
 

Play instruments 
Re Cap of all songs 

learned  
Big Bear Funk 

 
I Feel Good: 

Funk 

 Improvising and 

Composing 
Big Bear Funk 

 Baa Baa Back Sheep  
Twinkle Twinkle 

Incy Wincy Spider 
Rock-A-By-Baby 

Rpw, Row Row Your Boat 
 
 

William Tell Overture: 
Opera 

Significant 
Individuals 

 Stevie Wonder .Ella Fitzgerald Gustav Holst Hlabelela Ensemble James Brown                  Rossini 

Interrelated 
Dimensions of 

Music 

Musical Elements: sound, pulse, beat, rhythm, melody, tune, pitch 

Instrument     Glockenspiel, bells 
Instruments they have 

made 

Year 1 
How Can We Make 

Friends When We Sing 
Together? 

How Does Music Tell 
stories About the Past? 

How Does Music Make 
the World a Better Place? 

How Does Music Help Us 
To Understand Our 

Neighbours? 

What Songs Can We Sing 
to Get Us Through Our 

Day? 

How Does Music Teach 
us To Look After Our 

Planet? 

Musical 
Spotlight 

(skill) 
 

Charanga 
songs 

Focus songs 

Introducing Beat 

Find the Beat: Hip hop 
Head Shoulders Knees 
and Toes: Hip Hop 
We Talk To Animals: Pop 
We are together: Gospel 
Piano Sonata No 11 –III. 
Rondo Alla Turca: 
Classical 

Introducing Pitch and 
Rhythm 
Twinkle Twinkle: Reggae 
In the Orchestra: 20th and 
21st Century Orchestral   
Daisy Bell: 20th and 21st 
Century Orchestral  
Rock-a-bye-baby: Gospel 

Introducing Dynamics 
and Tempo 
If you’re happy and you 
know it: Pop 
Sing Me A Song: Waltz 
Rhythm in the Way We 
Talk: Reggae 
Baby Elephant: Lullaby 
Cinderella, Op.87:37 – 
Waltz-Coda 

Combining Pulse Rhythm 
and Pitch 

Days of The Week: Jazz- 
Swing 
Name Song: Pop 
Upside Down: Waltz 
Hush Little Baby: lullaby 
The Planets, Op 32 – 
I.Mars, The Bringer of 
War: 20th and 21st 
Century Orchestral   

Having fun with 
Improvisation 
Getting Dressed: Pop 
Brush Out Teeth: Pop 
Up and Down: Pop 
Star Light, Star Bright: 
lullaby 
Sonata In C Major Hob. 
XVI:150– 3RD Movement : 
Classical 

Explore Sound and 
Create A Story 
The Bear Went Over the 
Mountain: Pop 
Alice The Camel: 
Marching Band 
Ten Green Bottles: 
Country 
The Pink Panther Theme: 
Jazz 

Significant 
Individuals 

Mozart 
Jane Taylor 

 
Unknown 

Sergei Prokofiev 
Unknown 

Gustav Holst 
Unknown 

Franz Joseph Haydn 
Unknown 

Henry Mancini 

Interrelated 
Dimensions of 

Music 
Musical Elements: pulse, beat, rhythm, pitch, melody, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure, form 

Instrument Glockenspiel Glockenspiel Recorder Recorder Glockenspiel Glockenspiel 

Year 2 
How Does Music Help Us 

to Make Friends? 
How Does Music Teach 

Us About the Past? 
How Does Music Make 

the World a Better Place? 

How Does Music Teach 
Us About Our 

Neighbourhood? 

How Does Music Make 
Us Happy? 

How Does Music Teach 
Us To Look After The 

Planet? 

Musical 

Spotlight 
(skill) 

 
Charanga 

songs 
Focus songs 

Exploring Simple 

Patterns 
Music is in my Soul: 
gospel 
Hey Friends! : Jazz 
Eye of the Tiger: Rock 
Hello: Pop 

Focus on Dynamics and 
Tempo 

Sparkle in the Sun: Jazz 
Listen: Pop 
Fascinating Rhythm : 
Jazz-Swing 
The Orchestra song: 20th 
and 21st Century 
Orchestral 

Exploring Feeling 

Through Music 
Rainbows: Pop 
Maple Leaf Rag: Jazz - 
Ragtime 
Hands Feet Heart: Kwela 
All Around the World: 
Pop 

Inventing a Musical Story 
Helping Each Other: Pop 

Piano Trio in A Minor: 
Romantic/20th Orchestral 
The Music Man: 
Marching Band 
The Way You Look 
Tonight: Jazz- Swing 
 

Music That Makes You 

Dance 
I Wanna Play in A Band: 
Rock 
Flying theme – ET: Film  
Music is All Around: Jazz 
Moon River: Pop/Jazz 
 

Exploring Improvisation 

The Sunshine Song: Pop 
Four White Horses: 
Calypso 
Que Llueva, Que Llueva - 
Funk 
Down By The Bay: 
Reggae 

Significant 
individuals 

Rick Coates George and Ira Gershwin Scott Joplin Amy Beech 
John Williams 
Henry Mancini 

Unknown 
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Survivor and Gloria 
Gaynor 

Jerome Kern and 
Dorothy Fields 

Interrelated 
Dimensions of 

Music 
Musical Elements: pulse, beat, rhythm, pitch, melody, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure, form 

Instrument 
Recorder 

 
Recorder Glockenspiel Glockenspiel Recorder Recorder 

Year 3 
How Does Music Bring 

Us Closer Together? 
What Stories Does Music 
Tell Us About Our Past? 

How Does Music Make 
the World A Better 

Place? 

How Does Music Help Us 
Get To Know Our 

Community? 

How Does Music Make A 
Difference Everyday? 

How Does Music 
Connect Us With Our 

Planet? 

Musical 
Spotlight 

(skill) 
 

Charanga 
songs 

Focus songs 

Developing Notation 
Skills  
Home is Where the 
Heart is: Country 
Let’s Work it Out 
Together: Pop 
The Locomotion: Pop 

Enjoying Improvisation 
Love What We do : Disco 
Let’s Groove: Disco/Funk 
When The Saints Go 
Marchin’ In: Jazz  

Composing Using 
Imagination 
Your imagination: Pop 
You’re A Shining Star: 
Ballad 
Amazing Grace: Soul 
Music Makes the World 
Go Round: Musicals 

Sharing Musical 
Experiences 
Friendship Song: Pop 
A Night on The Bare 
Mountain: Romantic 
Family: Rock 
Come on Over: Gospel 

Learning About Musical 
Styles 
He’s Got The Whole 
World in His Hands: 
Gospel 
Porgy and Bess: Act One 
Summertime: Musicals 
Why Does Music Make a 
Difference? Jazz 

Recognising Different 
Sounds 
Michael Row the Boat 
Ashore: Gospel 
Dance of the Reed 
Flutes: Romantic 
The Dragon Song: Pop 
Follow Me: Hip Hop 

Significant 

individuals 

Gerry Goffin, Carole King 

with Little Eva 
Earth Wind and Fire 

John Newton 

Rick Coates 
Modest Mussorgsky 

Unknown 

George Gershwin 

Unknown 

Tchaikovsky 

Interrelated 
Dimensions of 

Music 

Musical Elements: pulse, beat, groove, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics and articulation, timbre, texture, structure, harmony, 
Musical Notation: crotchets, paired quavers, minims, rests, key signature, time signature, stave, line, space, clef, bar 

 

Instrument Glockenspiel Glockenspiel Recorder Recorder Glockenspiel Glockenspiel 

Year 4 Wolverhampton Music Service 

Musical 
Spotlight 

(skill) 
 

Focus songs 

Introduction to tuned 

percussion 

Build it high; Hear me 
roar: Alternative/ indie 
 

Exploring composition 
 

Somewhere over the 
Rainbow : Folk/pop 

Playing musical 
instruments with 
increasing accuracy, 

fluency, control and 
expression 
Three little birds: Reggae 

Develop an 
understanding of musical 
composition 
We Don’t talk about 
Bruno: Salsa/Latin/pop 

Sing, play, perform and 
reflect musically with 
increasing confidence 
and control 
This is my fight song: Pop 

Enhancing Musicality 
Perfect: Pop 

 
Performance for Parents 

Significant 
individuals 

 
Unknown 

 

Israel "IZ" 
Kamakawiwoʻole 

 

Bob Marley and the 
Wailers 

Disney Rachel Platten Ed Sheeran 

Interrelated 
Dimensions of 

Music 

Musical Elements: pulse, beat, groove, rhythm, pitch, melody, tempo, dynamics and articulation, timbre, texture, structure, harmony, chord progressions 
Musical Notation: crotchets, paired quavers, minims, semibreves, semi quavers, rests, key signature, time signature, stave, line, space, clef, bar, bar line 

 

Instrument Ukulele Ukulele Ukulele Fife Fife Fife 

Year 5 
Unit 

How does Music Bring 
Us Together? 

How Does Music Connect 
Us With Our Past? 

How Does Music Improve 
Our World? 

How Does Music Teach 
Us About Our 
Community? 
 

How Does Music Shape 
Our Way of Life? 

How does Music Connect 
us With the 
Environment? 

Musical 
Spotlight 

 
Charanga 

songs 
 

Focus songs 

Getting Started with 
Music Technology 
Ghost parade:  20th and 
21st Century Orchestral 
Words can hurt: 20th and 
21st Century Orchestral 
Joyful Joyful: Gospel 

 
Emotions and Musical 
Styles 
The Sparkle in my life: 
Pop 
Dreaming of Mars: 20th 
and 21st Century 
Orchestral 
Get on Board: Gospel 
 

Exploring Key and Time 
Signatures 
Freedom Is Coming: 
South African 
All over Again 
20th and 21st Century 
Orchestral 
Do You Ever Wonder? 
20th and 21st Century 
Orchestral? 
 
 
 

Introducing Chords 
Erie Canal: Reggae 
Dances in the 
Canebrakes No2 20th and 
21st Century Orchestral 
Heroes: Pop  
Star Wars Episode IV - A 
New Hope: Film 
Happy To Be Me: 20th 
and 21st Century 
Orchestral 

Words, Meaning and 
Expression 
Look into The Night: Pop 
Breathe: : 20th and 21st 
Century Orchestral 
Stay Connected: Hip Hop 
Keeping Time: Funk 

Identifying important 
Musical elements 
 
You and Me: Pop 
The Song of Hiawatha: 
Romantic 
A Bright Sunny Day: 20th 
and 21st Century 
Orchestral 
I’m Forever Blowing 
Bubbles: Musicals 
 
 

Significant 
individuals 

Meryvn Edwin Warren 
and Henry Van Dyke 

John Chamberlain Unknown 
Thomas Allen 
Florence Price 
John Williams 

Supaman 
Samuel Coleridge- Taylor 

John Kellette 

Interrelated 
Dimensions of 

Music 

Musical Elements: pulse, beat, groove, rhythm, pitch, melody, tempo, dynamics and articulation, timbre, texture, structure, harmony 
Musical Notation: crotchets, paired quavers, minims, semibreves, semi quavers, rests, key signature, time signature, stave, line, space, clef, bar, bar line 

 

Instrument Recorder Recorder Glockenspiel Glockenspiel Recorder Recorder 

Year 6 
How does Music Bring 
Us Together? 

How Does Music Connect 
Us With Our Past? 

How Does Music Improve 
Our World? 

How Does Music Teach 
Us About Our 
Community? 
 

How Does Music Shape 
Our Way of Life? 

How does Music Connect 
us With the 
Environment? 

Musical 
Spotlight 

 
Charanga 

songs 
 

Focus songs 

Developing Melodic 
Phrases 
Do What You Want: Soul 
Fanfare for the Common 
Man: 20th and 21st 
Century Orchestral 
It’s All About Love: Pop 
 

Understanding Structure 
and Form 
My Best Friend: Soul 
Why: Hip Hop 
Singing Swinging Star: 
Jazz – Swing 
The Rite of Spring Pt 1: 
20th and 21st Century 
Orchestral 

Performance 
Disco Fever: Disco 
1812 Overture: Romantic 
La Bamba: Rock 
Hondo: Zimbabwean Pop 
 

Exploring Notation 
Further 
Let’s Rock: Rock 
Mazurkas, Op 24: 
Romantic 
Simple Gifts: Folk 
Friendship Should Never 
End: Pop 

Using Chords and 
Structure 
Wake Up!:Hip Hop 
Down By The Riverside: 
Gospel 
You belong with Me: Soul 
Dance the Night Away: 
Salsa 

Respecting Each Other 
Through Composition 
Heal the Earth: Reggae  
My Funny Valentine: 
Musicals 
Let’s Go Surfin’: Pop 
Main Title Theme from 
Schindler’s List: Film 

Significant 
individuals 

Aaron Copland 
Supaman 
Stravinsky 

Unknown 
Kudaushe Matimba and 

Harare Music 
Chopin Unknown John Williams 

Interrelated 
Dimensions of 

Music 

Musical Elements: pulse, beat, groove, rhythm, pitch, melody, tempo, dynamics and articulation, timbre, texture, structure, harmony, chord progressions 
Musical Notation: crotchets, paired quavers, minims, semibreves, semi quavers, rests, key signature, time signature, stave, line, space, clef, bar, bar line 

 

Instrument Glockenspiel Glockenspiel Recorder Recorder Glockenspiel Glockenspiel 
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EY WALT and WILF 

WALT Explore music 

Listen to music 

Respond to music 

Sing songs 

Play instruments 

Create music 

Improvise  

Perform 

Reflect 

 

Unit Question: How does Music Bring Us Together? 

Social Theme: Music is a Peacebuilder and Friendmaker 

Musical Spotlight: Getting Started with Music Technology 

WALT: Explore Music 
 
WILF: 
Knowledge and Understanding 
Understand different genres of music 
Understand musical terminology 
Understand musical chronology  
 
Skills 
Listen and appraise music 

Sing 

Play instruments 

Improvise music 

Compose music 

Perform 

Evaluate 
 

 


